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SUPPORT FOR LIVES ON THE MOVE
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart

Cities

Though migration is expected to enhance consumption and lift families out of absolute poverty at
the origin, it is not free from distress — distress due to unemployment or underemployment in
agriculture, natural calamities, and input/output market imperfections. Internal migration can be
driven by push and/or pull factors. In India, over the recent decades, agrarian distress (a push
factor) and an increase in better-paying jobs in urban areas (a pull factor) have been drivers of
internal migration. Data show that employment-seeking is the principal reason for migration in
regions without conflict.

However, at the destination, a migrant’s lack of skills presents a major hindrance in entering the
labour market. Further, the modern formal urban sector has often not been able to absorb the
large number of rural workers entering the urban labour market. This has led to the growth of the
‘urban informal’ economy, which is marked by high poverty and vulnerabilities. The ‘urban
informal’ economy is wrongly understood in countries such as India as a transient phenomenon.
It has, in fact, expanded over the years and accounts for the bulk of urban employment.

India needs smart urbanisation

Most jobs in the urban informal sector pay poorly and involve self-employed workers who turn to
petty production because of their inability to find wage labour. Then there are various forms of
discrimination which do not allow migrants to graduate to better-paying jobs. Migrant workers
earn only two-thirds of what is earned by non-migrant workers, according to 2014 data. Further,
they have to incur a large cost of migration which includes the ‘search cost’ and the hazard of
being cheated. Often these costs escalate as they are outside the state-provided health care
and education system; this forces them to borrow from employers in order to meet these
expenses. And frequent borrowing forces them to sell assets towards repayment of their loans.
Employment opportunities, the levels of income earned, and the working conditions in
destination areas are determined by the migrant’s household’s social location in his or her
village. The division of the labour market by occupation, geography or industry (labour market
segmentation), even within the urban informal labour market, confines migrants to the lower end.
Often, such segmentation reinforces differences in social identity, and new forms of
discrimination emerge in these sites.

Despite these issues, internal migration has resulted in the increased well being of households,
especially for people with higher skills, social connections and assets. Migrants belonging to
lower castes and tribes have also brought in enough income to improve the economic condition
of their households in rural areas and lift them out of poverty. Data show that a circular migrant’s
earnings account for a higher proportion of household income among the lower castes and
tribes. This has helped to improve the creditworthiness of the family members left behind — they
can now obtain loans more easily. Thus, there exists a need to scale-up interventions aimed at
enhancing these benefits from circular or temporary migration. Interventions targeting short-term
migrants also need to recognise the fact that short-term migration to urban areas and its role in
improving rural livelihoods is an ongoing part of a long-term economic strategy of the
households. Local interventions by NGOs and private entrepreneurs also need to consider
cultural dimensions reinforced by caste hierarchies and social consequences while targeting
migrants.

The need for a national policy towards internal migration is underscored by the fact that less
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than 20% of urban migrants had prearranged jobs and nearly two-thirds managed to find jobs
within a week of their entry into the city, as a study in the early ’90s showed and that we verified
through field work in Tamil Nadu in 2015. The probability of moving to an urban area with a
prearranged job increases with an increase in education levels. Access to information on
employment availability before migrating along with social networks tend to reduce the period of
unemployment significantly. Social networks in the source region not only provide migrants with
information on employment opportunities, but are also critical as social capital in that they
provide a degree of trust. While migrants interact with each other based on ethnic ties, such ties
dissipate when they interact with urban elites to secure employment.

In India, the bulk of policy interventions, which the migrants could also benefit from, are directed
towards enhancing human development; some are aimed at providing financial services. As
government interventions are directed towards poverty reduction, there is a dearth of direct
interventions targeted and focussed on regions. Policies on this could be twofold. The first kind
could aim at reducing distress-induced migration and the second in addressing conditions of
work, terms of employment and access to basic necessities.

Narrowly defined migrant-focussed interventions will not enhance the capabilities of migrants
that could lead to increased earnings and an eventual exit from poverty. There is also a need to
distinguish between policy interventions aimed at ‘migrants for survival’ and ‘migrants for
employment’. Continued dynamic interventions over long periods of time would yield better
results compared to single-point static interventions, especially in the context of seasonal
migrants. Local bodies and NGOs which bring about structural changes in local regions need to
be provided more space.

There is a lack of focussed intervention aimed at migrants. Interventions aimed at enhanced skill
development would enable easier entry into the labour market. We also need independent
interventions aimed specifically at addressing the needs of individual and household migrants
because household migration necessitates access to infrastructure such as housing, sanitation
and health care more than individual migration does. Various interventions must complement
each other. For instance, government interventions related to employment can be supported by
market-led interventions such as microfinance initiatives, which help in tackling seasonality of
incomes. Policy interventions have to consider the push factors, which vary across regions, and
understand the heterogeneity of migrants. As remittances from migrants are increasingly
becoming the lifeline of rural households, improved financial infrastructure to enable the smooth
flow of remittances and their effective use require more attention from India’s growing financial
sector.

G. Arun Kumar and M. Suresh Babu are Professors at IIT Madras. Views are personal
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NO RESPITE FROM POVERTY FOR MUSLIMS
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Social Inequality and Exclusion

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) labour force survey reports that the economic
condition of Muslims does not show any signs of improvement despite India being the fastest-
growing large economy. An analysis of the data on economic and educational indicators for
various religious groups reveals that Muslims are facing a vicious circle of poverty.

The NSSO’s 68th round (2011-12) provides estimates of education levels and job market
indicators across major religious communities in India. The educational attainment of Muslims is
the least among all these communities. In urban areas, the number of male Muslim
postgraduates is as low as 15 per 1,000. This number is about four times lower than that of
other communities, including Hindus, Christians and Sikhs. The situation is similar for Muslim
women. The number of male graduates among Muslims is 71 per 1,000, less than even half the
number of graduates (per 1,000) in other communities. Similarly, the number of Muslims
educated up to the secondary and higher secondary levels is 162 and 90 per 1,000 persons,
respectively, again the least among all the communities.

Poor achievement at higher levels of education is partly a reflection of sinilarly low levels of
school education or of illiteracy. Around half the Muslim population over 15 years is either
illiterate or has only primary or middle school education. The number of illiterate people is
highest among Muslims (190 per 1,000), followed by Hindus (84), Sikhs (79) and Christians (57).
The number of persons (over 15 years) who have obtained just primary or middle school
education among Muslims is 257 and 198 (per 1,000 persons), respectively. Thus, as compared
to other communities, the distribution of the Muslim population is least at the higher levels of
education and highest at the lower levels of education.

Likewise, the current attendance rate among Muslims is least across all age groups. The
number of Muslim males of 5-14 years in urban areas attending educational institutions is 869
per 1,000 persons, which is the least among all religious groups. It is higher among Christians
(981), followed by Sikhs (971), though it is lower among Hindus (955), possibly because
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have lower rates. The gaps in the current attendance
rates of Muslims and those of other religious groups are increasingly pronounced at higher age
groups.

That Muslims have the lowest attendance rates and educational attainment, especially in higher
education, can be explained by their income level and higher costs for post-secondary
education. According to the NSSO survey, the average per capita consumption expenditure
(used as an indicator of income) among Muslims is just 32.66 per day, which is the least among
all religious groups. It is highest among Sikhs (55.30), followed by Christians (51.43) and Hindus
(37.50). As per the 71st NSSO survey on education (2014), the average course fee for college
degrees in technical courses in government and private unaided institutions was 25,783 and
64,442, respectively. That is too high for Muslims to afford, given their per capita income.

Although children up to age 14 have a right to free and compulsory education, the average
course fee per student for upper primary education is still 508 for the academic session. While
the course fee is the same for all religious groups, its burden is highest among Muslims due to
their per capita income. The course fee for upper primary education accounts for 8.5% of the
yearly per capita spending for Muslims, followed by Hindus (7.4%), Christians (5.4%) and Sikhs
(5.03%). The higher burden of the cost of education among Muslims, relative to their incomes,
could be one of the factors responsible for their lowest attendance rates.
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The high level of illiteracy among Muslims and the low levels of general education ensure that
they are trapped in a vicious circle of poverty. The lack of higher education is adversely affecting
their job indicators. The dynamics of labour markets are largely a function of the degrees of
knowledge and skills. For example, the labour force participation rate (LFPR), defined as the
number of persons either employed or seeking jobs, is significantly linked to the desire for work,
which in turn is dependent upon educational attainment. Similarly, the quality of employment is
strongly linked to levels of education and skills. Therefore, if a community is lagging in
education, it risks being trapped in a vicious circle of poverty. This is a situation that is difficult to
break out of without government intervention.

The signs of Indian Muslims being caught in a vicious circle of poverty are visible in terms of
their low consumption expenditure and poor job market indicators, including LFPR, employment
status, and worker population ratio. The NSSO data show that LFPR among Muslims is 342 and
337 (per 1,000) in urban and rural areas, respectively, the least among all the religious
communities. This implies that only 342 persons per 1,000 persons of working age among
Muslims in urban areas are employed or available for work. Similarly, the LFPR among Muslim
women is worse than that among women of other communities. Given that Muslims live
predominantly in urban areas (unlike other poorer communities like SCs/STs), where work
outside the home could be available, this low LFPR is likely explained by their low levels of
education.

Likewise, the worker population ratio (WPR), defined as the number of persons employed per
1,000 persons, is lowest among Muslims, both in rural and urban areas. Further, among urban
males, the number of Muslims employed in regular jobs is only 288 per 1,000 employed
persons, while the corresponding figure among urban Muslim females is merely 249, which is
the lowest among all other communities. The number of regular employees per 1,000 employed
persons is higher among Christians (494 among urban males and 647 among urban females),
followed by Hindus (463 and 439), and Sikhs (418 and 482). Similarly, the proportion of
households with their major source of income from regular salaried jobs is the lowest among
Muslims.

The Central and State governments could take concerted steps to help Indian Muslims escape
this vicious circle of poverty. One way to improve their situation is to provide a special incentive
and subsidy system for higher education. That will ensure that schoolgoing students continue to
higher levels of schooling and higher education. Similarly, students who don’t wish to continue in
general academic education must have access to vocational education from Class 9 onwards.

Irfan Ahmad Sofi is Assistant Professor of Economics, BGSB University, Rajouri
(irfan.sofi@bgsbu.ac.in). Santosh Mehrotra is Professor and Chairperson, Centre for Labour,
JNU (santoshmeh@gmail.com)
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LONG COHABITATION IS PRESUMED MARRIAGE: SC
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Role of Women and Women?s Organization

The Supreme Court has upheld the “presumption” that a couple who live together as husband
and wife are legally married and the woman can claim maintenance under Section 125 of the
Code of Criminal Procedure.

A Bench of Justices R. Banumathi and Indira Banerjee observed that it is “fairly well settled that
the law presumes in favour of marriage and against concubinage when a man and woman have
cohabited continuously for a number of years”.

Citing past judgments of the apex court, the Bench quoted that “where a man, who lived with a
woman for a long time and even though they may not have undergone legal necessities of a
valid marriage, should be made liable to pay the woman maintenance if he deserts her”.

Legal loopholes

“The man should not be allowed to benefit from the legal loopholes by enjoying the advantages
of a de facto marriage without undertaking the duties and obligations. Any other interpretation
would lead the woman to vagrancy and destitution, which the provision of maintenance in
Section 125 is meant to prevent,” the court said in a recent judgment.

The judgment was based on an appeal filed by a woman against a Karnataka High Court
decision of June 2009. The High Court set aside a family court order, directing the man she lived
with since 1998, and had two children by, to pay maintenance. Their relationship had been
solemnised in a temple. He had later abandoned the family.

The family court had ordered him to pay the woman Rs. 3000 and the children Rs. 2500 each on
a monthly basis. The court said they were accepted as husband and wife by society. The man
had, however, moved an appeal in the High Court, which pronounced that there was no proof
that she was his legally-wedded wife.
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QAUMI EKTA WEEK BEGINS TOMORROW
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Secularism

Ministry of Home Affairs

Qaumi Ekta Week begins tomorrow

Posted On: 18 NOV 2018 10:09AM by PIB Delhi

With a view to foster and reinforce the spirit of Communal Harmony, National Integration and
pride in vibrant, composite culture and nationhood, the “Qaumi Ekta Week” (National Integration
Week) will be observed all over the country, from tomorrow to 25th November, 2018. The week
long programmes to be observed during Qaumi Ekta Week will be as under:

· November 19, 2018 will be observed as National Integration Day and programmes like
meetings, symposia and seminars will be organized to emphasize the themes of
secularism, anti-communalism and non-violence.

· November 20, 2018 will be observed as Welfare of Minorities Day and Items of the 15
Point Programme are emphasized on this day. In riot prone towns, special fraternal
processions are taken out.

· November 21, 2018 will be observed as Linguistic Harmony Day. Programmes like
Special literary functions and Kavi Sammelans will be organized to enable people of each
region to appreciate the linguistic heritage of other parts of India.

· November 22, 2018 will be observed as Weaker Sections Day and meetings and rallies
will be organized to highlight programmes under various Governments which help
SCs/STs and weaker sections with particular emphasis on the distribution of surplus land
to landless labourers.

· November 23, 2018 will be observed as Cultural Unity Day and cultural functions will be
organized to present the Indian tradition of unity in diversity and for promoting cultural
conservation and integration.

· November 24, 2018 will be observed as Women’s Day. On this day, the importance of
Women in Indian Society and their role in development of nation-building are highlighted.

· November 25, 2018 will be observed as Conservation Day and several meetings and
functions will be organized to emphasise the growing need for awareness and action to
conserve the environment.

The observation of the ‘Quami Ekta Week’ will help to highlight the inherent strength and
resilience of our nation to withstand actual and potential threats to the eclectic and secular fabric
of our country, and nurture a spirit of communal harmony in its widest sense. This occasion also
provides an opportunity to reaffirm age old traditions and faith in the values of tolerance, co-
existence and brotherhood in a multi-cultural and multi-religious society.

The National Foundation for Communal Harmony (NFCH), an autonomous organisation with the
Ministry of Home Affairs, organises Communal Harmony Campaign coinciding with the Qaumi
Ekta Week and observes the Communal Harmony Flag Day on 25th November. The Foundation
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promotes Communal Harmony and strengthens National Integration. It also provides financial
assistance for relief and rehabilitation of children rendered orphan or destitute in communal,
caste, ethnic or terrorist violence.

***

BB/NK/SS

(Release ID: 1553067) Visitor Counter : 574

Read this release in: Tamil
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QUOTA FOR MARATHAS APPROVED
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Structure of Indian Society incl. Caste system

Long-drawn protest:A file photo of Marathas taking out a silent march demanding reservation in
jobs and educational institutions.Vijay Bate  

The Maharashtra Cabinet on Sunday cleared the decision to extend reservation to the Maratha
community by creating a new category called Socially and Educationally Backward Class
(SEBC) on the recommendations of the State Backward Class Commission.

Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced the decision at a press conference held on the
eve of the winter session of the State legislature.

The reservation quantum will be fixed by the Cabinet sub-committee assigned to chalk out the
technical aspects of the law that will be presented in the next two weeks.

“The report of the Backward Class Commission made three recommendations,” Mr. Fadnavis
said.

Panel recommendations

The recommendations are Marathas are socially and educationally backward class of citizens
with miniscule representation in the government and semi-government services; socially and
educationally backward class can be extended benefits of reservation under Articles 15(4) and
16(4) of the Constitution and in view of such extraordinary and exceptional condition, the State
government is liable to take action.

Asked if the proposed reservation for Marathas will cross the 50% mark set by the Supreme
Court, Mr. Fadnavis said the BC Commission had specifically mentioned that the condition of
Marathas was extraordinary and exceptional.

“Even the Supreme Court has said this earlier. Also, even though the case of Tamil Nadu
crossing 50% reservation is pending in the Supreme Court, it has not been struck down either.
We are confident of extending reservation to Marathas,” he said.

Central nod

He said the opinion of the Advocate-General was taken on whether the permission of the
Central government and the Centre’s various bodies was needed to bring out the legislation in
the State.

“We do not need permission from the Centre,” he said.

The report did not recommend including or merging Maratha reservation with that of the OBCs.

Asked about the demand of the Dhangars, Mr. Fadnavis said the State government had
received a report from the TISS.

“The Dhangars are presently under the VJNT category with 3.5% reservation. Their demand is
that they should be added in the Scheduled Tribe category, which comes under the Centre’s
purview. We will make the recommendation to the Centre,” he added.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-20

QUOTA MATH: ON MAHARASHTRA'S MARATHA
RESERVATION PROPOSAL

Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Structure of Indian Society incl. Caste system

After months of protests, the Maratha community has secured yet another promise of
reservation in government jobs and educational institutions. The proposal has been cleared by
the Maharashtra Cabinet, but is yet to be passed in the State Assembly. Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis defended this saying it is in line with the recommendations of a State
Backward Class Commission (SBCC) report, yet to be made public, mandating reservations for
Marathas under a new, separate Socially and Educationally Backward Class category. Mr.
Fadnavis said it was the report’s assessment that Marathas are socially and educationally
backward, with minuscule representation in government services, and the State is liable to take
action considering the “extraordinary and exceptional conditions”. As any move to include
Marathas among Other Backward Classes will cause a backlash, the BJP-Shiv Sena
government has sought to provide the reservations under a separate category. But when the
previous Maharashtra government, of the Congress-Nationalist Congress Party coalition, in
2014 moved to reserve 16% of seats in government jobs and educational institutions, it was
stayed by the Bombay High Court. Creating a separate category now would increase the overall
quota beyond the 50% limit the Supreme Court has set.

The Cabinet’s nod is in any case born of political exigency, not socio-economic reasons. The
SBCC’s reported findings that a significant proportion of Marathas constitute a socially and
educationally backward class do not square with available data. As with Jats in Rajasthan and
Patels in Gujarat, they enjoy a socio-economic status closer to that of the forward classes (and
castes) in Maharashtra. Three previous SBCC assessments have indicated as much. Besides,
there is no reason to argue that Marathas face any social stigma that calls for affirmative action.
The demand for reservations in this case is therefore less an acknowledgement of social
backwardness from a politically powerful community and more a call for the accrual of welfare
benefits to less well-off sections among the community. The assertions of backwardness by
sections of dominant communities such as Marathas, Patels and Jats have largely been due to
perceptions about the relative inability to move up the economic ladder, and the lack of
adequate employment opportunities amid a sluggish agrarian economy. Faced with violent
protests, the Fadnavis government had to accept this demand, especially after the SBCC gave
its stamp of approval, but there is little to suggest any substantial change since 2014 to justify it.
As judicial scrutiny is bound to be brought to bear on the government’s decision, it will be well-
advised to look at measures to alleviate the State’s prolonged agrarian distress and the lack of
adequate jobs, problems that affect all sections of society.

Firm intervention is needed to end the unsavoury controversy in the CBI
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Source : www.indianexpress.com Date : 2018-11-20

BACK TO QUOTA
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Structure of Indian Society incl. Caste system

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The Maharashtra government has cleared reservation for the Maratha community in education
and government jobs. The question now is whether this proposal can withstand judicial scrutiny
and become policy. The courts have so far been clear that quotas, however rational the demand
is, must not exceed the 50 per cent ceiling — twice, it has struck down the Marathas’ claim. A 16
per cent quota for Marathas, as proposed by the government, will raise reservation in education
and government jobs in Maharashtra to 68 per cent. So the proposal is headed to the courts
even as the reasons that drove the Marathas to insist on reservation recede from view.

The Marathas, who constitute over 30 per cent of Maharashtra’s population, are not a monolith.
However, the campaign to consider the community, ignoring the many divides within, as a
socially and educationally backward class has raised the spectre of a singular Maratha vote. The
massive street mobilisations influenced the Fadnavis government to consider the quota demand
favourably. The fact is both the petitioners as well as the government seem to think that quota is
an easy way out of the myriad social and economic problems that confront the Marathas and
other dominant caste groups. The Jats in Haryana, Patels in Gujarat and Kapus in Andhra
Pradesh also seem to believe that reservations offer a redress to the crisis confronting them.
Indeed, these predominantly agrarian communities have been hit by the rural distress, especially
the crisis in agriculture, and their bid to seek education and alternative employment has been
stymied by locational disadvantages. Quotas offer only a limited, short-term solution to these
problems.

It is a failure of imagination of the leadership of these communities as well as the political parties
representing them that reservation is seen as the only safety net that can address their
concerns. Reservation is indeed an instrument to rectify social and educational backwardness,
but it does not have solutions for every social and economic ailment. The government will have
to expand the economic cake and create fresh opportunities so that people, especially young
people, who leave agriculture are absorbed in non-farm sectors. There is a churn in the rural
economy and old social hierarchies are being challenged. The restiveness of the peasant
communities agitating for quotas also stems from the fear of losing privilege and the inability to
engage imaginatively with change. The reservation debate has only helped to mask these
issues.

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-22

AN ENDANGERED TRIBE
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Population and associated issues incl. Tribes

Who are they?

The Sentinelese, a negrito tribe who live on the North Sentinel Island of the Andamans, have not
faced incursions and remain hostile to outsiders.

The inhabitants are connected to the Jarawa on the basis of physical, as well as linguistic
similarities, researchers say. Based on carbon dating of kitchen middens by the Anthropological
Survey of India, Sentinelese presence was confirmed in the islands to 2,000 years ago. Genome
studies indicate that the Andaman tribes could have been on the islands even 30,000 years ago.

How are they protected?

The Govt. of India issued the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes)
Regulation, 1956 to declare the traditional areas occupied by the tribes as reserves, and
prohibited entry of all persons except those with authorisation. Photographing or filming the tribe
members is also an offence. The rules were amended later to enhance penalties. But restricted
area permits were relaxed for some islands recently.

Have they made contact?

The Sentinelese have been fiercely hostile to outside contact. But in 1991 they accepted some
coconuts from a team of Indian anthropologists and administrators.

Some researchers argue that the Sentinelese have been mostly left alone even from colonial
times, unlike other tribes such as the Onges, Jarawas and Great Andamanese, because the
land they occupy has little commercial attraction.

How many are there?

From 1901 to 1921 they were estimated to be 117 people. In 1931, the number dropped to 50, a
figure used for the 1961 Census too. In 1991 their head count was put at 23. Census 2001
counted 39 inhabitants.
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2018-11-22

OPINION
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart

Cities

The Odisha Land Rights to Slum Dwellers Act, 2017, intended to provide titles to over 200,000
households, is a landmark legislation for many reasons. It is a multi-stakeholder endeavour that
leverages unique capacities for effective implementation, adopts a community-centric lens and
leverages technology as an integral tool to drive efficiency and fidelity. Moreover, the impact of
the Act does not end only at land rights, but also extends to providing slum dwellers with livable
habitats that will play an important role in driving social and economic mobility.

The objective of this article is to focus on technology, particularly unmanned aerial vehicles or
drones that have been used in the implementation process. Drones have been used for
geospatial mapping by expert organizations, such as the Spatial Planning and Analysis
Research Centre, Transerve and Surbana Jurong, with technical and strategic direction from
Omidyar Network. The geospatial mapping by drones yields aerial images of the slums. Maps
are created by collating aerial images. These maps are used to identify slum households eligible
for land rights and draw up house and plot boundaries. They are also shared with non-
governmental organizations to carry out the verification process—including determining eligibility
for title and measuring area that will be settled, according to the provisions in the legislation.

This is the first large-scale documented use of drones in mapping informal settlements towards
the delivery of land rights in India. Our learnings on the ground and experience of stakeholders
demonstrate that geospatial technology can be a significant lever in delivering land and property
rights in multiple ways.

First, high-resolution geospatial technology improves the fidelity of the mapping process. The
drone maps generated have high resolution and can tell apart two distinct points as close as 2
cm easily. To put this in perspective, an equivalent image from Google Maps has a resolution of
50-60 cm in India. While Google Maps are useful for general mapping purposes, for dense,
haphazard, urban, informal settlements with porous boundaries, higher resolution images are
necessary to accurately map boundaries, and reduce errors and chances of potential conflict.
Similar resolution can also be achieved through other traditional surveying means such as
Differential Global Positioning System (DGPS), which is an enhancement to GPS, or Total
Station Survey (TSS), another alternative system of mapping land. However, drones are a much
faster and cheaper alternative.

Second, the use of drones improves the efficiency of the process. In Odisha, over 100,000
households were mapped in less than two months. In general, drones can map 1.5 square km of
land in six and a half hours, compared with a standard DGPS survey that would take about 32.5
hours and cost more than double for the same area. The efficiency brought in by the use of
drones has proved to be a key enabler in Odisha, which wants to complete the project in 18
months. It is an incredible feat considering that titling programmes involving far fewer
beneficiaries can take 5-10 years.

Third, technology promotes inclusivity for all and not exclusivity for a few. This is especially
important since the legislation by design intends to incorporate communities at the centre of the
process. Drones do not just map households faster, cheaper and accurately, but the maps
generated provide a strong visual template of engagement for communities. In Odisha, we have
seen active community-wide engagement, particularly with women being involved in land
allocation discussions. This visual template adds a strong element of credibility to the process.
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The community’s involvement and alignment will be critical in reducing chances of future
conflicts. This is particularly important given that over two-thirds of civil cases are related to
property and land, of which boundary conflicts remain a big proportion.

The Odisha model also has some important lessons for the use of geospatial technology. As the
drone image data gets processed, we hope that further use-cases for urban planning,
architecture, as well as research will be explored, given the richness and breadth of data
available.

For instance, an analysis of the urban form in Bengaluru by Duke University pointed to 2,000
settlements, while official records count only 600. This was made possible through machine-
learning algorithms over satellite imagery and geospatial data. There are multiple such research
and planning use-cases. On the policy front, it is important that the government continue to
leverage the power of such geospatial technologies with an eye to the future, etching out
specific use-cases such as mapping informal settlements and public administration.

Nationally, current flagship schemes, such as the Digital India Land Records Modernization
Programme, have made impressive strides in digitization of land records, but the surveying
component remains largely unmet.

As Odisha leads the way in becoming the first state to validate the need for future-forward
technologies, such as drones and geospatial tools, in delivery and implementation of large-scale
systemic programmes such as land rights, policymakers in India must take note of the lessons
learnt and work towards a technology-enabled, citizen-centric delivery of economic growth
through critical assets such as land and property.

This is the second of a two-part series.

Niloufer Memon and Soumitra Pandey are with the Bridgespan Group. Views expressed are
personal.

Comments are welcome at theirview@livemint.com
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2018-11-27

SAYING GOODBYE TO UN MIGRATION AGREEMENT
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart

Cities

Recently, the Austrian government decided to withdraw from the new migration pact of the
United Nations. The U.S., Hungary, the Czech Republic and, most recently, Australia and
Poland, had done the same, and it is not a coincidence that politics in most of these countries is
dominated by right-wing leaders.

The UN’s Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migrations is aiming to make migration
all over the world safer. “We view some points of the migration pact as very critical, such as the
mixing up of seeking protection with labour migration,” said Austrian Chancellor Sebastian Kurz.
The Chancellor also said Austria’s “sovereign migration policy” is endangered by the pact. Since
Mr. Kurz’s government, consisting of his Conservative Party and the far-right Freedom Party,
came to power a year ago, several controversial policies have been adapted.

However, many Austrians believe that their country is isolating itself with this decision. “I think it
is sad and embarrassing. Austria is already making a lot of negative headlines with this
government. But this step is a new peak. Our country now appears to be heading backwards,”
said Simone Fischer, 26, a teacher in Vienna. “We are now on the same level with Donald
Trump and Viktor Orbán. Isn’t this a disgrace?” she asked.

The UN pact, which is not binding, addresses issues such as how to protect migrants and how
to integrate them into new countries or how to return them to their original home countries.

At the moment, many observers are still surprised about Vienna’s decision to leave the pact.
The reason is that, in fact, a real political discussion about the issue never took place. During a
UN General Assembly meet in 2017, Mr. Kurz, then Austrian Foreign Minister, welcomed the
preparation of the pact and said it would secure an “ordered, international approach towards
these challenges”. Last July, the finished draft of the pact was sent to Vienna, and, apparently,
nobody in the government expressed any criticism.

Far-right blogs and social media warriors close to the Freedom Party have mounted criticism
against the pact in recent months. Many of these sites started to spread misinformation, often
quoting context-less or wrongly translated passages from the document.

However, even renowned media outlets appear to have adapted the narrative. Earlier this
month, Jan Fleischhauer, a conservative columnist with Der Spiegel , wrote an article in which
he stated that Germany should not sign the migration pact. Mr. Fleischhauer says that his views
are not similar to those of far-right observers. Instead, he points out that even dictators like
Syria’s Bashar al-Assad are going to sign the document and that several phrases of the pact are
problematic and unrealistic.

Wrong direction

“This step is going towards the wrong direction. More than 100 years ago, the Austrian-
Hungarian Empire used to be very multicultural and open-minded. Migration was something
normal and people used to speak many different languages. But today, we see this harsh
nationalism that is isolating our society more and more. It makes me feel worried,” said Davut
Sahingöz, a law student from Innsbruck.
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Several Austrian artists and actors have also expressed criticism. “I am an opponent of the
current government. I don’t like them,” said actor Cornelius Obonya in a TV discussion. “Many
people feel that democracy is going to be at loss and that social agreements are going to be
broken.”

The Austrian government pulled out of the UN migration pact which stresses on the
safety of migrants, saying the agreement threatens the country’s sovereign migration
policy

Our existing notification subscribers need to choose this option to keep getting the alerts.
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QUESTIONS FROM SENTINEL
Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Population and associated issues incl. Tribes

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd.
All Rights Reserved

The writer is Director, Society for Policy Studies, New Delhi.

John Allen Chau, a 27-year-old US national, was reported to have been killed by members of
the protected Sentinelese tribe on the North Sentinel Island in the Andaman and Nicobar group.
Efforts to recover his body, without endangering the health of this small pre-Neolithic tribe
(estimated to be under 200 members) whose origins go back to more than 50,000 years, have
been put on hold.

The North Sentinel Island is a totally out-of-bounds area and is regulated by the Indian restricted
area permit (RAP). The Sentinelese have shunned contact with modernity for centuries and any
human contact is likely to introduce health hazards that their immune system cannot handle.
Hence, strict protection protocols have been put in place to ensure that the island’s pristine
nature is not disturbed. The fact that a foreign tourist was able to breach the security and
surveillance protocols with the assistance of local residents comes as a rude reality check on the
eve of the 10th anniversary of the 26/11 Mumbai terror attack.

On that occasion, the chinks in India’s maritime/coastal surveillance were exploited by the
adversary and among the many lapses that were identified, poor intelligence gathering and inter-
agency coordination emerged as major institutional weaknesses. Ten years later, the Allen Chau
incident symbolises the tip of the iceberg by way of the surveillance challenges that continue to
bedevil the Indian security establishment. Given India’s long coastline and maritime expanse
that includes the far flung island territories (Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Lakshwadeep
and Minicoy Islands), ensuring 24 x7 zero-error surveillance is a complex challenge. Post 26/11,
there have been attempts to enhance the capability of the Indian Coast Guard and the maritime
police clusters among coastal states. While these initiatives are welcome, the larger and more
intractable challenge is the reform of India’s intelligence apparatus .

A brief review of the Indian security experience over the last two decades would suggest that
prior to 26/11 — when the nation was taken by “surprise” — the other major setback was in
Kargil in 1999, when the “surprise” factor was all too evident. In both cases, the intelligence
failure was glaring and while there have been detailed recommendations seeking an objective
review and re-wiring of the existing agencies, this has not happened.

An objective review of the events leading up to 26/11 would point to the enormity of the
institutional ineptitude, best symbolised by the David Headley case. Headley had made multiple
visits to Mumbai prior to 26/11 and was able to evade scrutiny. It is understood that in the
current A&N breach, the US tourist had visited the islands at least four time since 2015 and had
slipped through various filters, including the one that regulates the entry of foreign nationals to
RAP zones.

While more detailed investigations will identify the lapses in North Sentinel Island, the need for a
rigorous review of the intelligence grid by a blue ribbon panel cannot be overemphasised. Much
the same exhortation was made after the Kargil war and repeated after the carnage of
November 2008. But the pursuit of this objective has been cosmetic.
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An ontological question that needs to be raised against the backdrop of 26/11 is whether
intelligence must be led largely by the IPS? Policing is not synonymous with intelligence
management in the modern context. Professional technological competence that spans cyber, IT
and space, amongst other disciplines, is the much needed skill-set and specialised cadres need
to be nurtured.

India’s lead intel agencies include the R&AW, the IB and the CBI. Control over these agencies is
opaque and exercised by the PMO/NSA and the Home Ministry. Post 26/11, then Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh changed the home minister and the National Security Advisor. Yet the much
needed cleaning of the stables did not take place under UPA II, beleaguered as it was by
allegations of corruption. The Narendra Modi-AjitDoval combine could have embarked upon a
reform of the Indian intelligence apparatus but the current ignominy that surrounds the CBI is
perhaps indicative of why this did not happen.

Hence, the iceberg that the Allen Chau case symbolises will remain unnoticed and the muddy
post 26/11 status quo, wherein intelligence remains a handmaiden of political compulsions will
prevail — alas.

Download the Indian Express apps for iPhone, iPad or Android

© 2018 The Indian Express Ltd. All Rights Reserved
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND ASIAN DEVELOPMENT
BANK (ADB) SIGNS $75 MILLION LOAN TO IMPROVE
URBAN SERVICES IN 4 KARNATAKA TOWNS

Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart
Cities

Ministry of Finance

Government of India and Asian Development Bank (ADB)
Signs $75 Million Loan to Improve Urban Services in 4
Karnataka Towns

Posted On: 27 NOV 2018 4:50PM by PIB Delhi

Government of India and the Asian Development Bank signed a $75 million loan here today to
provide 24 x7 water supply in Karnataka’s four coastal towns of Kundapura, Mangalore Puttur
and Udupi and improve sanitation infrastructure for Mangalore town.

The signatories to the tranche 2 loan agreement of Karnataka Integrated Urban Water
Management Investment Program were Mr. Sameer Kumar Khare, Additional Secretary (Fund
Bank and ADB), Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry of Finance, who signed for the
Government of India, and Mr. Sabyasachi Mitra, Deputy Country Director of ADB’s India
Resident Mission, who signed for ADB.

The Program, approved by ADB Board in 2014, aims to improve urban water resource
management in selected river basins in Karnataka through modernization and expansion of
urban water supply and sanitation infrastructure and strengthening institutions to improve water
use efficiency, water resource planning, monitoring and service delivery. The $75 million tranche
1 loan is helping strengthen urban water supply and sanitation services in three other towns of
the State - Byadagi, Davangere, and Harihar.

The investment program is supporting four coastal towns in Karnataka to provide continuous
piped water supply to people, and promote efficient and sustainable use of water. It will also
adopt information technology based smart water management system and undertake community
awareness programs on water conservation and demand management, said Mr. Khare.

Apart from providing continuous piped water supply and improved sanitation services to nearly
one million people, the Program is helping the urban local bodies to become efficient and
responsive urban water utility service provider, said Mr. Mitra.

The provision of performance-based construct and operate contract (PBCOC) modality, piloted
by ADB in another urban project in the state, will help ensure the sustainable water service
delivery through the optimal risk allocation between the public sector and private water operator.

The project finances will be used to augment water treatment production capacity by about 16
MLD, lay about 90 kilometers of new water transmission lines and feeder mains, construct 29
overhead tanks and four ground-level service reservoirs and establish town level supervisory
control and data acquisition system to strengthen the centralized supervision and control of
water flow and water pressure. Other outputs include 1,300 km long distribution network and
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provision of about 140,000 household connections with new meters. In Mangalore, about 11 km
of pumping mains will be installed to rehabilitate the sewerage system.
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WHICH ARE THE FASTEST AND SLOWEST CITIES IN
INDIA?

Relevant for: Indian Society | Topic: Urbanization, their problems and their remedies incl. Migration & Smart
Cities

Traffic at Vikas Marg, New Delhi | Photo by Shiv Kumar Pushpakar  

Indian cities and towns, bustling with people, vehicles and narrow roads, are among the most
congested urban areas in the world.

But there are variations among them. How do these cities and towns rank by mobility — the
ability to move from one location to another?

Researchers Prottoy A. Akbar and others from various U.S. universities, in their paper titled
'Mobility and Congestion in Urban India', categorise cities on the presence (or absence) of a
good road infrastructure and traffic congestion.

Kolkata, Bengaluru and Hyderabad were found to be the slowest moving cities, while Ranipet
(Tamil Nadu), Srinagar and Kayamkulam (Kerala) were found to be the fastest.

The average travel speed across the 154 cities studied indicates that the average speed in
Indian cities is 24.4 km/hr.

Use the below interactive to find out how your city fares. Higher the mobility index, faster
the traffic moves in your city.

How to read this chart:

Top right area of the chart: Higher congestion & higher mobility (better road infrastructure)

Bottom right: Lower congestion & higher mobility index(best performing)

Bottom left: Lower congestion & lower mobility index (poor road infrastructure)

Top left: Higher congestion & lower mobility index (worst traffic)

Mobility index factors in parameters like traffic, weather and time of the day to arrive at a
number. Higher the index, the faster the city. This index also takes into account the 'congestion
factor', a measure of delay caused due to traffic. In general, a high congestion factor correlates
to a lower mobility index.

One of the important findings of the study was that several cities had a low congestion factor,
but also a low mobility index (meaning traffic was more slow-moving). This indicates that better
road infrastructure and better planning can improve the city's mobility index. For instance,
several cities in Bihar, such as Muzaffarpur and Gaya had a low congestion factor, but low
mobility as well, indicating that infrastructure changes could bring about a higher mobility index.

The study, which simulated over 2 crore trips across 154 cities, was published as a World Bank
Policy Research Working Paper recently.
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The below visualisation shows the relationship between number of registered vehicles (as of
2016, data from the Ministry of Road Transport) in big cities and the congestion factor.

Blaming Gandhi for Partition and by implication lionising his assassin is the worst form of
historical revisionism
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